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Museum Gets a New Look,
Reorganized

Volunteers at CCHS were busy this
spring changing and upgrading exhibits,
and even moving a wall or two. A special
thanks to Dennis Guerriero for all his
efforts.

Stop by and visit and see the new exhib-
its!

Clare County
Historical Society

Our mission is to preserve,
advance, and share the history
of Clare County, Michigan.

Our Society oversees a History Park at
Dover and Eberhart Roads northeast
of Clare that includes a
Museum, the Dover one-room school-
house, Ott Family Cabin, and a Black-
smith Shop. We also have
photos, books, newspapers and
documents. CCHS board meetings are
the Ist Tuesday of each month at our
museum May—Sept at 7 p.m. All are
invited. Learn more at clarecoun-
tyhistory.org or visit us on Facebook.

Sharing Our Past With the Present.
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Parking Lot Work Complete by Members

Early this summer work was be-
ing done to improve the area be-
tween the two parking lots at the
Clare County Historical Society.

Going back about 25 years, the
building that used to be the Dover
store burned down on the south-
east corner of Dover Road and
Eberhardt Avenue. About the
same time, the Clare county mu-
seum was growing across the road
to the west, a dedicated building
being erected, along with the Ott
cabin being relocated from Blue
Gill Avenue to the museum
grounds. It was decided that the
former Dover store site would
provide the extra parking needed
for the growing historical society.

However, between the new
parking area and the old parking
area there is a rise of 7 or 8 feet.
Until recently this barrier was
filled with shrubs and a few trees

(and a few junk items found in the
process of clearing). Some heavy
timbers were salvaged from the
old city dump site on the south
side of Clare, believed to be refuse
from the recent Little Tobacco
Drain work. The Clare DPW
kindly transported these timbers
from the dump site to the histori-
cal society.

These timbers were then at-
tached to the existing fencing
along the north side of the south
parking lot. This was done to
fashion a retaining wall in prepara-
tion of filling in the area between
the fencing and the north parking
lot. This was done to prevent
erosion, help extend the north
parking lot a ways and hopefully
keep some of the brush, trees and
junk from coming back between
the two lots.

Stop by and see the difference!
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Bears and Hares at the Clare County Historical Society

The Clare County Historical
Society has long had Spikehorn’s
hare. Now we've added a Spike-
horn bear. Well, not a real bear
but a 6-foot stuffed black and

brown one.

John “Spikehorn” Meyers who
owned a Wildlife Park just south of
Harrison had real bears at his long-
time tourist attraction. Now. ol’
Spike would let you feed and pet
his bears, but real bears sometimes
scratched and bit, which led to
lawsuits and battles with state offi-
cials. Eventually, the state won out,
and kids and bears were kept sepa-

rate.

Our bear won’t scratch or bite,
so we invite you to come and cud-
dle it or let it cuddle you (we're
not sure it’'s a him or a her and we
haven’t named it, yet). You can
even move the bear around or
take it outside. We think a photo
of your children or grandchildren
with the bear would make for a
great Christmas card. Or bring
your biker uncle or aunt, you

know, the one with all the tattoos,
and have their photo taken with
the bear. That might make for a
very interesting Christmas card or

Facebook post.
As to our hare/rabbit. In the

1950s, children and adults could sit
on it, have their photos taken (for
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a price) AND receive a print that
same day. Instant photos were a
real novelty back then. Because the
rabbit is now more than 75 years
old, we limit photos to just stand-
ing near the critter. However, the

rabbit still makes for a great photo
op!

So, come and visit our hare and
our bear when you visit our Clare
County History Park located at the
corner of Dover and Eberhart
Roads north of Clare. We’re open
Saturdays through Sept. from |-4.

p-m. No admission, but donations
gratefully accepted. The park in-
cludes our museum, the Dover
one-room school, the Ott family
cabin and working blacksmith. It’s

all hare...er, here.

Clare County Featured in the Chronicle

Marty Johnson and Jon Ringel-
berg, active members of CCHS
were recently had an article fea-
tured in the Chronicle. They exam

-ined the story of the Ply Stones,
purported grave markers of early
Clare County settlers. Very early
settlers, decades before Clare
County was settled.

The stones were the first exhibit
visitors were greeted by in the
CCHS museum. The stones were
proven to be forgeries and now
serve as a cautionary tale to histo-
rians. They were moved to another
area of the museum.

Great job Marty and Jon!

A Tale of Three
Tombstones

Covef of the Chronicle, a quarterly
magazine published by the Michigan

Historical Society featuring the Ply Lie
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YOU’RE FROM WHERE?

The growth progression of settlements in Clare County for the
most part always followed the same pattern. After the initial growth
stage, the settlement would apply for a post office, continue to
grow, and then see its population decline to the point where the
post office would close. Of course, some settlements never grew to
the post office stage, but were otherwise a very healthy and active
community, even maintaining a school and church.

The dates of operation for the different post offices offer a good
starting point for the rise and fall of the county’s different settle-
ments, but this only tells a condensed version of the individual sto-
ries. I'd like to explore these stories a bit more depth in this article.

The researchers of Clare County are very lucky in that we have
access to many of the newspapers from its history through CMU’s
website at digmichnews.cmich.edu. | used this website for the basis
of this article. Instead of using the post office dates to determine
the longevity of these selected settlements, | thought it would be
interesting to use these newspapers to determine when the county
began and stopped referring to these communities as places where
people resided.

Atwood’s Siding; never had a post office, was referred to as a
community between 1897-1923, Dover; 1883-1976, Hatton; 1884-
1965, Hinkleville; 1894-1962; never had a post office, Mann’s Siding;
1892-1969; never had a post office, Pennock; 1904-1934, Prestel;
1894-1904, Upton; 1880-1898.

Having mentioned these, | feel it a good example to use a few
other communities within the county that still exist, to help put into
context contemporary places with those of the past. The two com-
munities of Meredith and Temple offer good examples of places that
will most likely eventually cease being referred to as communities
where people are from. Aside from being the location of the Frank-

lin town hall, businesses are few and far between. However, | feel
confident in saying that if someone says they are from Meredith, the
majority of people in the county and surrounding areas, will know
exactly where they are from. In this respect, Meredith is still very
much a place; the first mention being in 1884 and still going.

The same may be said about Temple. Currently, Temple as a
place occupies well under half the geography as it did historically.
Temple, however does have a few advantages that Meredith did not;
M-61 ran just to it’s north about the same time that Temple
saw a secondary increase in population due to oil being found
in the area; the Muskegon River brings in some tourists activi-
ty with camping and rafting; and the railroad to date is still
operating through town, though no sidings currently exist.
Aside from the town hall and cemetery, the place has a con-
venience store, bar and American Legion post (all being out-
side the traditional boundaries but close enough to count)
and an active Nazarene church.

Will the day ever come when Temple is a place you can be
from? Who knows? Not in my lifetime, and probably not in
my children’s lifetimes, but history shows that this will happen
at some point.

The places referred to in this article are merely examples
of the many places in Clare County that existed in one form
or another. If you would like to find out more about these
places and many others you can visit the Clare County His-
torical Society at the location and times found elsewhere in
this newsletter.

Join or Renew Your Membership

Memberships for active for
the calendar year. Please
check your address sticker to

see your “paid to” date. years.

Membership is only $10 per
calendar year—unless you are
80 or older in which case your

membership is free if you have
been a member in good standing
(dues paid) for the previous 5

Your support makes it possible
to run our museum complex;
publish our newsletters; host
our website; run events;

educate residents and visitors on
our local history; promote tour-
ism; protect artifacts; and more.

In any event we hope you'll
join with us--or renew!

[[] New

D Renewal

D I am 80 or older, live in Clare
County and qualify (see above)
for a free membership.

D Yes, email me the newsletter

i Name:

EAddress:

i Rddress 2: State: Zip:
E EMAIL ADDRESS:

E $ Total enclosed*

Make checks payable to: Clare County Historical Society
and mail them to

CCHS, c/o Andrew Coulson, Treasurer

P O Box 723

Harrison, Michigan 48625

1 Donations in excess of $10 are greatly appreciated and

Ewill be used to improve our museum park and
I promote local history. The CCHS is a 501(c)3 organiza-
1 tion and your donation may be tax deductible.
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Our museum complex is at 7050
Eberhart Rd. at Dover, five miles north
of Clare. It is open the first Sat. in May
to the last Sat. in Sept. from -4 p.m.

Like us on Facebook
@clarecountyhistory.org

Questions, comments? Email
museum@clarecountyhistory.org

LATE 1800’s, HISTORICAL WORDS & PHRASES

Match the historical words to a
meaning. A perfect score means
that you might be really old or a
pretty good historian --- All wrong
means you are probably very young
or history is not your thing. Good
luck !

l. Shank’s mare

2. He went through me

3. Burking

4. A false face

5. Stero—sciopticon

6. Took the cars

7. A mossback

8. Will find the latch string
out

9. Toating or tote

10 Ablock

A. a large building in the 1880’s
was referred to as this since

often several businesses were in the
same building

B. to sell body parts from a corpse
-- (1886, Clare Press)

C. he robbed me of my person or
immediate area

D. will find the door unlocked

E. a conservative person, one living
in the woods

F. to haul by wagon

G. a mask

H. to go by train

I. to walk and not ride a horse

J. related to an early ‘picture’ show;
also called magic lantern shows

By Jon H. Ringelberg

Member, Clare County Historical
Society

Answers: |.i, 2.c, 3.b, 4g, 5.j, 6.h,
7.e,84d, 91 10.a

Receive the Catchmark
Via Email

ith postal cost rising,

CCHS would like to offer
the newsletter via email in a pdf
format. If you would like to re-
ceive your newsletter via email
please send you email address
along with your renewal and
check the box in the form in this
issue or email

editor@clarecountycleaver.net
your email address with a memo



